
 

THOUGHT FOR A EUCHARIST REVIVAL 

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 

T H I S 	 TU E SDAY 	 LA ST ,  we 
celebrated the Memorial of St. John 
Bosco (born: August 16, 1815; Died: 
January 31, 1888). Orphaned early in 

his childhood when his father died, raised in 
desperate poverty by his mother who was both 
pious and illiterate and sensibly anti-clerical (she 
told him, “If you have the misfortune to become 
rich, I shan’t set foot in your house again”), he 
nevertheless discerned as a young man a vocation 
to the priesthood. With only the space in this 
bulletin to give some slight sense of his 
extraordinary life (see https://catholicsaints.info/
saints-of-the-day-john-bosco-priest-founder), his 
faith made him most agreeable and attractive to 
the poor and wastrel youth of Rome. He would 
found the Salesian Order that would come to 
provide schooling for boys worldwide. In the 
offering prayer of the Mass for a Founder, the 
Church prayers: 
						Grant	our	supplication,	we	pray,	Almighty	God, 
						That	these	sacri icial	offerings	of	your	people, 
						Which	we	bring	you	in	commemoration	of	your		 
						servant	John	Bosco, 
						You	may	graciously	mingle	with	the	gifts	of	 
						heaven.	Through	Christ	our	Lord. 
     What a lovely thought that the gifts - bread and 
wine - we bring to the altar, which represent our 
own works and sacri ices for the sake of our loved 

ones and building up the kingdom, in their very 
substance (only the appearance or accidents 
remaining before us) should be mingled with the 
gifts of heaven.   
     This, of course, is why we stand when the gifts of 
bread and wine are brought to the altar. We mean	
by this action that these gifts which will soon 
mingle with the gifts of heaven are our gifts! 
     This notion is suggested in the irst Eucharistic 
prayer (the	Roman	canon) when we pray that 
“these	gifts	be	borne	by	your	holy	Angel	to	your	altar	
on	high	in	the	sights	of	your	divine	majesty…”	
Perhaps at this moment in Mass, we should 
interrupt our usual cautions and wariness and 
dare to imagine this very scene with the abandon 
of children? Here is just one way we imbue our 
reality with meaning, preventing it from becoming 
humdrum and tedious. G. K. Chesterton made the 
point: “It is the main earthly business of a human 
being to make his home, and the immediate 
surroundings of his home, as symbolic and 
signi icant to his own imagination as he can.”   
     And so we do when we hear the words of the 
liturgy and understand the amazing things they 
actually tell us, “…so	that	all	of	us,	who	through	this	
participation	at	the	altar	receive	the	most	holy	Body	
and	Blood	of	your	Son,	may	be	 illed	with	every	
grace	and	blessing”	(from Eucharistic Prayer I). 

WELCOME FATHER PAUL! 
 
We are happy to welcome Father Paul Kwaku Ameyaw to be with us for the next 
three months. Father Paul is the Vicar General of the Diocese of Techiman in 
Ghana. He will be taking a sabbatical/vacation but helping us out. Father Paul 
was at St. Mary of the Assumption in Katonah some years ago. More to follow. 


